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g the rank and file of the force. The taliyAris, however, who were
the backbone of this system, were never properly paid ; in the original
settlement allowances were granted for revenue servants, but not for
the police duties of the taliyaris, whose maniem lands, it will be remem-
fowl, had been resumed by Tipu. They were consequently unwilling
to work, though they were liable to punishment if they failed to detect
crimes which, occurred in their respective villages. They were paid
by fees, wldch they collected from the villagers under the well-known
k-ivtil system. Several attempts were made by District Magistrates
to get their position bettered, but with no avail ; though waste lands
were in 184-i assigned as taliyari inams, they, being immemorial waste,
were of poor quality, and required capital for their development. In
gome cases the revenue on certain puttah lands was assigned, but in
most cases they were waste lands and remained waste, so that the
taliyaris being almost without pay, it was not to be wondered at " that
in no district has crime been more rife and detection less successful "
(1846). Money payments were sanctioned in 1862 and the inam lands
resumed, but again cash payments were withdrawn and the inams
restored. Under the influence of high prices and extension of cultiva-
tion, the lands have now a small value in most cases, but the taliyari is
still miserably off. As the district developed, the duties of the superior
revenue officers became more and more varied and burdensome, so that
the need of a semi-distinct, organized force, both for prevention and
detection, became evident; hence in 1859 Sir William Eobinson's
police system of a 0?ms/-military force? divested of all judicial functions
and confined to police duties alone, was introduced into the district.
This is too well known to need description ; it need merely be said that
though separated from the magisterial system, its working is to a
certain extent supervised by the magistrates, while in its detective
capacity it is in intimate connection with the ancient village police
officers. For police purposes the Nilgiris and Wynaad are attached to
the Coimbatore district ; allowance has to be made for this in statistical
matters. The police head-quarters are at Coimbatore ; the taluks of
Coimbatore, Palladam, Pollachi, and Udamalpet, with the Nilgiris, &c.,
are under the immediate charge of the Superintendent, who has also, of
course, the chief authority over the whole district. The remaining
taluks are in charge of the Assistant Superintendent, who is also a
European officer with head-quarters at Erode. The head-quarters of
the Deputy Inspector-General of this range are also at Coimbatore.

The total police force of the district, exclusive of the Nilgiris, on
the 31st March 1884 was as follows :~